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PAC Saints help
Canada West
claim gold

JOSH THOMAS

Mason Svarich and Robert Mc-
Gowan helped team Canada West
runthe tableattheballhockeyworld
championships.

Canada West went a perfect 6-0
on the wayto agold medal atthe In-

- ternational Street and Ball Hockey

Federation Junior World Champi-
onships in Prerov, Czech Republic
from June 28to Julyl. The teamhad
only three days at training camp to
gettoknoweach other before an ex-
hibition game against Canada East.
They won big, and the victory gave
themall the confidence theyneeded.

"Right off the start we were very
confident that we could win, and
I think coming together as a team
quickly helped us do that,” said
Svarich.

Their run began with a down-to-
the-wire 3-2 win over Slovakia.

The Slovakians surprised the
group initially with their physical
style of play, but the Canadians were
quicktoadaptwith arosterfull from
players that spend their winters on
theice.

“The European teamslike to shoot
from the outside, they’ll let it go

. from anywhere. Ballhockeyin Can-

ada is also less physical, but playing
overseas there was a lot more body.

Because we all play ice hockey, we
adjusted really quickly to the phys-
icality,” said Svarich.

From there, they took down Great
Britain The Czech Republic and
Team Canada East to earn a spotin
the gold medal game against their
fellow countrymen.

Both teams brought their best of-
fensive performance in the all Ca-
nadian final.

Fans were treated toabarnburner
as Svarich, McGowan and Canada
West secured the gold medal with
an 8-6 victory.

“Afterourthree-daytrainingcamp
wewere confidentwe could win, but
actuallyseeingithappen wascrazier
than I thought. Justhearing the na-
tional anthem play after we won. It
was crazy,” said Svarich. ;

The pair will now turn their at-
tention from the court, to training
fortheupcomingice hockeyseason.

Svarich put up 41 points in 33
games last season (18-23-41) for
the minor midget Parkland Athletic
Club Saints.

He will be attending camp for the
Alberta Junior Hockey League’s
Grande Prairie Storm where he will
trytocracktheirrosterasa 16-year-
old

’m hoping to make it there. They
said they really like me and I have a
shot to make their team. I'm hoping
that happens, but if they decide im
notreadyi’llbeexcited togoplayma-
jormidgetinSt. Albert,” said Svarich.



